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and curb what they believed to Be the aggressive attitude of Labour. In response to this demand the Government introduced a Bill declaring any strike illegal which (i) had any object beyond the furtherance of a trade dispute within the trade concerned, or (2) which was calculated to coerce Government or intimidate the community or any substantial part of it. The same Bill also made picketing at the home of a worker criminal, forbade Trade Unions of civil servants to belong to any outside federation of Trade Unions, or to be associated directly or indirectly with a political party; and substituted 6' contracting in " for " contracting out" for the "political-. levy "; that is to say, the " trade-unionist was only to be required to subscribe to the fund which the Trade Unions collected for political purposes, if he signified his assent in writing and was not, as before, to be levied unless he signified his dissent"
There had been much debate during the general strike as to whether Sir John Simon had been justified in stigmatizing it as "illegal," but the point was really of little importance. A general strike presented the Government with an emergency in which it was obliged to use all its resources for the pubHc safety, and the only question that could have arisen was whether it should or should not have occupied a few hours in obtaining special powers from Parliament or have sought an idemnity afterwards. But if it was thought desirable or necessary, there was no objection in placing it beyond doubt for the future that a strike of this nature was illegal. The Bill aroused fierce controversy, and was resisted to the last by the Labour party mainly because it went beyond this issue and was in effect a large revision of Trade Union law. It made the " sympathetic strike "—for example a strike of transport workers to support a coal strike—illegal; it forbade any strike for a political object, such as the strike which had been threatened to restrain the Government from assisting the Poles against the Russians; it severely limited picketing; and made it more difficult for workmen to raise die funds necessary to maintain their representatives in Parliament. There was a strong body of opinion that " direct action " intended to coerce Parliament ought to be checked, but Trade Unionists protested that the pther objects were outsidef relief
